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This paper explores a novel approach to integrated rural development: 
constructing entire value chains in rural areas. While integrated rural development 
has a strong theoretical foundation, past practical attempts have often fallen short. 
In contrast, this new concept, involving the establishment of secondary and tertiary 
sectors in rural areas, lacks a formal theoretical basis but is being implemented 
through China's recent agrarian policies. The implementation of this concept was 
made possible exclusively by the development of Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) and mass digitalization. The research aims to identify and 
categorize obstacles to previous integrated rural development programs, assess 
how digitalization can overcome these challenges, and explore the potential of 
digitalization in creating rural value chains. The methodology involves content 
analysis of primary and secondary data, comparing and classifying implementation 
challenges, and examining how digitalization can address these issues. The findings 
demonstrate that digitalization offers solutions to all identified obstacles. Today, 
every stage in the field-to-market supply chain can benefit from digital support, 
bridging geographical gaps and facilitating the spontaneous relocation of economic 
activities, people, and capital to rural areas due to cost advantages. 
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1.1. The concept and advantages of integrated rural development 
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1.2. Challenges and obstacles to the implementation
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1.2. Challenges and obstacles to the implementation

The project approach
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The problem of coordination

Inconsistency between top-down planning and bottom-up 
participation

access to finance
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2.1. Access to information relevant to agricultural production  
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2.2. Data collection and analysis of efficiency of value chain

2.3. Digital financial services
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2.2. Data collection and analysis of efficiency of value chain

2.3. Digital financial services

2.4. Market access and e-commerce

2.5. Remote education and skill development 
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2.6. E-governance and service delivery 
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The Effectiveness of Integrated Rural Development: a 
Synthesis of Research and Experience.

Integrated Rural Development - The Ethiopian Experience and the 
Debate
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National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM), 

he state council 
o

Économie rural

World Bank Policy Research Working Paper
The Works of Akhter Hameed Khan: Rural development 

approaches and the Comilla model.

,

Integrated Rural Development 
Programme

Lancet

Report of on the promotion of the integrated development of the first, 
second, and third industries in rural areas.
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Rural-Urban Partnerships: An Integrated Approach to Economic 
Development.
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The challenge of integrated rural development in India. 

Integrated Approach to Rural Development: Dialogues at the Economic 
and Social Council
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