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Purpose: The Balkan route has caused security challenges for Serbia and North Macedonia. 
A huge number of refugees over time turned out to be a security issue. In the case of the 
mentioned states, it is important to point out that the Balkan route influenced the increase 
of criminal activities related to human trafficking and illegal transit routes. The purpose is to 
analyze movements through the Balkan route and define in which security domains this route 
has contributed to the disruption of existing security.
Design/Methods/Approach: Research relies on analysis, where content analysis, functional 
analysis, comparative analysis, and structural-functional analysis will be applied. It is also 
planned to use synthesis, abstraction, deduction, and induction in combination with rational 
choice techniques. The classification will be used when creating a typology of effective and 
ineffective state mechanisms in the period observed in the research, in accordance with the 
previous analysis.
Findings: Analyzing the mechanisms used by Serbia and North Macedonia in the fight against 
criminal activities on the Balkan route, we have found that the institutions of the mentioned 
states were effective during the migrant crisis. In the “cross-section” chapter, we are presenting 
the failures of the national mechanisms of Serbia and North Macedonia during the migrant 
crisis. In the third chapter, we are proposing practical options that could contribute to the 
process of facing Balkan route threats. The findings are valuable in the science of security in the 
context of small states and the necessity of the integrated cooperation of small states in dealing 
with modern security challenges and threats.
Originality/Value: Analyzing the Balkan route through the prism of crime explains the worth 
of the paper in the scientific sense, i.e., how much this crisis has contributed to the increase of 
criminal activities in the region and how the authorities of these states are dealing with it.
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